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Preface
The compilation of our children’s work is a celebratory souvenir 
to mark the work done during the 2 year Micro-Scholarship 
program (2011-2013).  The English Access Micro-scholarship 
program, cosponsored by the Aga Khan Development Network 
and The American Embassy is being implemented in the Hazrat 
Nizamuddin Basti as a part of the larger Project: Humayun’s 
Tomb-Sunder Nursery-Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti-Urban Renewal 
Initiative.

This is not just any souvenir.  It is “of the students, for the students 
and by the students” and that’s why it is so special. It is a reflection 
of their ideas, hard work and creativity.

We have delved into the work done by our students to pick out 
articles, letters, mind maps, vocabulary webs, illustrations etc. 
to give our readers a bird’s eye view of the English language 
teaching and its outcome as seen in their work.

The souvenir will reflect the wide and relevant exposure given 
to the students to make them responsible global citizens and 
informed Indians with a strong sense of responsibility, all this 
with the primary aim of teaching them the English language and 
making them comfortable in its usage.

We hope you enjoy reading this as much as we have enjoyed 
putting it together!
 
Thanking you
 
English Access Micro-scholarship Program Team 
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Academics

Classroom Language: Basic etiquette and politeness in the daily 
functional usage of  the English language in the classroom.
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Access student (Asad) sharing his experience during public meeting
at India Islamic Culture Center New Delhi India
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Prepositions
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Story Making
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Class in progress
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GROUP DISCUSSION
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Formal letter
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Classroom  Language
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Collage Making
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Delhi Metro
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Sense of belonging in
 the city- Delhi
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Vocabulary Web
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Mind Map
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Mind Map

Mind Map
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Mind Map
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Mind Map/Vocabulary 
Web: The children are 

told that words have 
tremendous power. 

The knowledge and 
use of words is very 
important. There is 
a direct correlation 

between vocabulary 
size and strength, and 
good Speaking skills . 
The bigger and better 

their vocabulary, the 
more successful and 

confident, will the 
children be in their life 

in general.

AcademicsACAdEMiCS

Mind Map
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Mind Map
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Word Graph



English Access Micro Scholarship Program88

AcademicsACAdEMiCS

Word Graph
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Word Graph
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Word Graph
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Word Graph
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One of  the main aims of  the Enhancement activities is the 
overall development of  the child’s personality. Our effort is to 
teach English through various activities guided by the theory of  
Multiple Intelligence, thus catering to the abilities and talents in 
each child so that they can perform to the best of  their potential.

Enhancement 
Activities
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EnhAnCEMEnT
        ACTiViTiES
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EnhAnCEMEnT
         ACTiViTiES
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EnhAnCEMEnT
        ACTiViTiES
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Visits: of  course, some things are learnt by experiencing yourself  
and so we take the students to some of  the monuments and places 
of  interest in Delhi to let them learn by themselves.

Exposure Visits
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VISIt tO

ExPoSUrE ViSiTS



English Access Micro Scholarship Program110

ExPoSUrE ViSiTS



Co-funded by Aga Khan Foundation & US Embassy 111

Exposure VisitsExPoSUrE ViSiTS
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Exposure VisitsExPoSUrE ViSiTS
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Exposure VisitsExPoSUrE ViSiTS
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ExPoSUrE ViSiTS
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Exposure VisitsExPoSUrE ViSiTS
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Important Days: All the important international events. e.g. – Women’s international 
day, the Earth day, Youth day, Mother’s day etc. are celebrated. The relevance and 
meaning of  these days are explained to them in today’s context to help them 
become global citizens of  tomorrow.

“

“
important
                days
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iMPorTAnT dAyS
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How I celebrated mother’s day  

I celebrated mother’s day on 1st may, 2011. I sang a song and a poem. We invited our mothers in 
the Access program. My friends Jyoti and Nagma did a role-play on mother’s day. We made greeting 
cards for our mothers and gave them on mother’s day. My teacher gave us a party, which we 
really enjoyed a lot. After that we had a doll making competition with our mothers. All my friends 
participated in this competition, but unfortunately I did not win. I enjoyed the celebrations a lot 
because it was the first competition with my mother.

iMPorTAnT dAyS
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iMPorTAnT dAyS
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Ea
rth
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ay

iMPorTAnT dAyS
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indEPEndEnCE  dAy

iMPorTAnT dAyS
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iMPorTAnT dAyS
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iMPorTAnT dAyS
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iMPorTAnT dAyS
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Festivals
Festivals: India is a secular country 
and to promote this ideal, we 
celebrate all the main festivals of  
all the religions of  the world. 
This broadens the cultural horizon, 
increases general knowledge and 
inculcates the value of  tolerance. 
In the children.
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FESTiVALS
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FESTiVALS
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FESTiVALS
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FESTiVALS
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indiA

Incredible India: Knowing your own city and neighborhood is 
essential for inculcating a sense of  pride and belonging to your 
country. To ensure this, the children are taught about the heritage 
of  Nizamuddin and the various aspects of  life in Delhi.

inCrEdiBLE
indiA
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india at a glance
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USA: The children are exposed to the main facets of  the American 
way of  life. A close study of  their brief  history, states, constitution, 
physical features, culture, and famous people from various walks of  
life gives them an opportunity to learn about the country.

UniTEd STATES oF AMEriCA



Co-funded by Aga Khan Foundation & US Embassy 169

UniTEd STATES oF AMEriCA



English Access Micro Scholarship Program170

UniTEd STATES oF AMEriCA



Co-funded by Aga Khan Foundation & US Embassy 171

UniTEd STATES oF AMEriCA



English Access Micro Scholarship Program172

UniTEd STATES oF AMEriCA
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India & America

UniTEd STATES oF AMEriCA
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UniTEd STATES oF AMEriCA



Co-funded by Aga Khan Foundation & US Embassy 187

UniTEd STATES oF AMEriCA



English Access Micro Scholarship Program188

UniTEd STATES oF AMEriCA
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my self
&

Journey of access 
Program
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION
While you were coming to this venue today did you notice things 
around you like trees, plants, shrubs, greenery all over. How did 
you feel about it even I did notice and I felt very happy but 
there was something which is irritating me. The smoke from 
the vehicles, honking horns and dirty puddles which can be a 
cause of many  diseases. Today I am talking about environmental 
pollution which is s biggest threat to human race in our planet. 
It means adding impurity  to environment, the environment 
consists earth, water, air plants and animals. If we pollute them 
then the earth will be in danger. Its true our earth becoming 
warmer and been constantly polluted. Do you know why and 
who is polluting it. We all polluted it. I will tell some causes of 
pollution firstly about air pollution. The biggest cause of air 
pollution is smoke, which is released by factories and industries. 
They released very harmful gases like carbon dioxide, carbon 
mono oxide, mythene etc. these all are poisonous gases and 
cause lung cancer, tuberculosis etc which takes a heavy toll of 
life. Then, Noise pollution, the harsh sound of buses and cars 
and loud music is a biggest causes of noise pollution. Its effect  
our power of hearing and cause trouble. It has been reported 
that in Kolkata there are thousands of people who lost their 
power of hearing by the buses and cars sound loud music and 
the frequency sound of plane coming in and going kolkata’s 
airport. Now we come to water pollution in our planet there 
are many oceans and rivers but it has been constantly polluted 
by dangerous chemicals.  water mills and factories released 
very harmful chemicals and water into many rivers and ocean 
after that people uses it which cause harmful effects. So please 
realised a danger and don’t pollute our beautiful environment.

Khalida’s Speech of YLP
Respected teachers and my dear friends. A very good morning 
to one and all present here.
My name is Khalida and it will give me an immense pleasure 
to deliver a speech on such an important topic that is women’s 
education in society. Education is a main instrument through 
which we can narrow down the prevailing inequality and 
accelerate the process of economic and political changes in 
the status of women. Today the role of women in our society is 
very important but in the past they had struggled a lot. They 
had faced lots of problem. They were being discriminated and 
exploited everywhere, they were not allowed to seek education 
or to move out of their houses, they were neither allowed to 
vote nor they were allowed to take decision on their own but 
now things are definitely changing for the better. Today women 
have gone out into the space, they are walking shoulder 
to shoulder with men, and they are now top level scientist, 
managers and leaders. They are now leading countries as 
Presidents and Prime Ministers. Women’s education is a key to 
a better life in the future. Educating girls is not charity it is good 
economics and if developing nation want to eradicate poverty 
they must educate girls. The NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR 
WOMEN has rightly pointed out that even after 60 years 
of independence women continue to be treated as the single 
largest group of backward citizens of India. Today the role of 
women in our society has not fully understood nor has it been 
given its full weight age in the struggle to eliminate poverty, 
injustice, hunger and inequality and do you know who is 
responsible for this my dear friend, We are the one who are 
responsible for this, so we need to put our step forward so that 
we can change the thinking of those people who are against 
educating girls and then we can bring changes that we want 
in our society.
As MAHATMA GANDHI has rightly said that 
“WE MUST BE THE CHANGE WE WISH TO SEE IN THE 
WORLD”. 
And last but not the least I think our educational system should 
be use to inculcate new values of equality.

YLP experieance by  KHALIDA

YLP experieance by  SHEHZAD

youth Leadership 
      Program Speeches
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Shama’s Speech of YLP
Good Morning Everyone, I am Shama, first of all I want to 
thank the Aga Khan Foundation, Kishwar Khan Sir, Access 
teachers and toastmasters for giving me such an opportunity 
to stand here and speak in front of you. Today I want to tell 
you how I got my confidence to speak in English fluently. In 
the beginning when I was in the primary school I used to be 
very nervous because I didn’t know how to speak in English, 
how to write in English, giving a speech in English was a dream 
for me when I came in secondary school I learnt little bit and 
when I reached in XIth class, I joined Access classes. It started 
with bridge class and my teacher was Mr. Erut Narayan, who 
gave me lots of confidence, he said you must speak no matter 
whether you are right or wrong then I started speaking and 
when I came in Access classes my teacher was Ms. Kanika 
ma’am who polished my English language skills further and 
now my teacher is Mrs. Rashmi Tandon and gradually my 
English has improved under her competent guidance and 
now I have got this golden opportunity to be a part of youth 
leadership program. It is like a leap for me, I have experienced 
six sessions of YLP. Through these six sessions I learnt to speak 
on table topics to introduce myself, I also learnt how to write 
a good speech and deliver it effectively. The Toastmasters 
stressed on to speak loudly, clearly and confidently. At last I 
want to say that I have changed a lot and turned a new leaf 
of my life.

YLP speech of Ikram
Respected teachers and my Dear friends. A very good morning  
to all of you. Today I am going to to tell you about myself my 
name is Ikram. I am in 10th class in Govt. Co. Ed. Sr. Sec. 
School. I like to study very much and I devote a lot of time to 
it. I have one brother and he studies in class 8th. My father 
is self employee and my mother is a home maker and I love 
her very much. She is the only one who binds us together. 
I am very pleased to join this access programme because 
before joining this programme I used to feel hesitate to speak 
in English in front of an audience but now I feel much more 
confident. I have also joined service industry certificate course 
from NIIT in Nizamuddin. I enjoy being in the company of my 
friends and I love to play pranks on my friends and my family 
members sometimes. Because of this I often get into trouble. 
My hobbies are reading books, listening to music and watching 
movies. I like to play football in the rain with my friends and 
my favourite footballer is David bekham. In my leisure time I 
like to chat with my friends. I love to eat different kinds of food 
like Mughlai, Chinese, Italian  and Indian  but my favourite is 
junk food. I want to become computer engineer. I know its quit 
difficult but I think I have the capability to meet any challenges 
that that may come in my way and I have promised myself 
that I will be a successful engineer one day. I want to be well 
known for my sincerity, hardwork and commitment. I would 
like to extend my gratitude for giving me a patient hearing.
Thank you all and have a wonderful day 

Speech of Reshma
Good morning one and all present here today I stand here 
to share the story of my life. My name is Reshma. I was 
born on 10th march 1998 and now I am 14 years old. I 
live in Nizamuddin and I have 8 members in my family four 
sisters and a brother. 2 sisters and a brother are elder to 
me and 2 sisters are younger to me I live in nuclear family. 
I study in class x in N.P.Co.edu sr. sec school. My school has 
a huge campus including science lab, computer lab, library 
etc. there are almost 50 teachers and my favourite teacher 
is Meena mam. Her classes have lot of fun. She makes sure 
that we understand everything clearly . I am also learning 
English at my English access micro scholarship programme 
which is conducted by Aga khan Foundation. Teachers are very 
friendly  with us. My Engish  has improved a lot. English is 
very important for bright future in todays world. I have five 
friends  and they are Nazia,  aastha, bushra, farha and yusra. 
We are always ready to help each other. I love my friend a 
lot. I like to eat mangoes. My favourite colour is  pink. I like to 
wear jeans and top. My hobbies are dancing and singing. I like 
salena Gomez. She is very good singer of U.S.A. My favourite 
song of hers “its come naturally.” I like terens louise a lot who 
is a brilliant choreographer. He is also a judge of dance india 
dance. I enjoy his performances. If I get a chance to meet 
him I would like to dance with him. I want to become fashion 
designer because I want to see people in dresses which I have 
design for them. I am sure my participation in Y.L.P will help in 
achieving my dreams.

YLP experieance by  IQRAM

YLP experieance by  RESHMA

YLP experieance by  SHAMA
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My name is azim siddiqui. My friend call me Aryan sid. I am 17 
years old. I am in 10th class. I am eldest son. I am honest, helpful 
and kind hearted. I am slim, medium height, fair look. I am a good 
singer. My hobbies are playing football and cricket. I don’t like those 
people who are not good in behavior and they don’t know how to 
talk and behave to other person. I respect my elders a lot.
                
                                                                  Azim Siddiqui

My name is gulshan sabir qureshi. My 
friends call me “gullu” and “ayat”. I am 17 
years old. I am student of 11th class. I like 
to eat chocolates.  I want to become an air 
hostess. My hobbies are playing badminton 
and listening music. I am very naughty. I 
love to play pranks on my friends.

gulshan Sabir Qureshi

My name is Khalid khan. I was born on 5th june 1994 and now 
I am 18 years old. I am doing B.A(prog) from Dyal Singh college. 
I am fond of eating chocolates and I love to play with kids. My 
hobbies are playing badminton and basketball. I am also interested 
in dancing and listening music. I am good at creative writing, painting 
and teaching to the kids. I am confident girl and I am a good public 
speaker. As everyone has some dream in their eyes, I also have a 
dream that I want to become journalist and I will try me best to 
fulfill my dreams.                                                                                  
                                                                              Khalida

My name is Rukhsana khatoon. I am 15 years 
old. I study in class 10th from D.P.S, Ibtida 
shiksha Kendra. I like badminton and listening  
music. I am good at drawing and singing. I want 
to become a teacher because my wishes that. I 
am very cheerful girl because my mother always 
say be happy and make others happy.
                    

rukhsana Khatoon

My name is Humaira. I am 18years old. My school 
name is hope project. I am in 8th class. My hobbies 
are playing badminton, listening to music. I am good 
at cooking.  I want to become a teacher. 
          
                                                        humaira

I am Salman. I was born on 9th may1997. I study in 10th class 
in D.P.S. I am interested in art and craft because I am good artist. 
I am good in drawing, singing and specially in quiz. I am very 
honest person. I want to become cricketer because I am inspired 
from virat kohli. I am a good player in my team. 
           
                                              Salman                                                                                                   

Batch 01 

Batch 03 

My name is safia ansari. I am in 9th std. I am 14years old. 
My school name is satyawati sood arya girls sr sec school. I 
live in dildar nagar in nizamuddin. My hobbies are listening 
music, travelling and riding. My aim in life is to become 
a judge. My friends tell me that I am very honest.  I am 
friendly. I have many friends. I have three best friends. I am 
a big fan of  justin bieber because he is very handsome and 
his voice is very awesome.
                               Safia  Ansari

My name is shahin. I study in class 9th in K.N.S.K.V Jangpura. I 
am 14 years old. My favourite colour is pink because that makes 
makes me feel good. My role model is my mom  because she is very 
hard working. My hobbies are singing and art & craft. I like to play 
badminton and tennis. Iam very helpful kind and punctual. I want  
to become a air hostess
                Shahin

 My name is shanawaz . I am 15years old. I belong to nala 
pusta in nizamuddin. I study in class in 9th in D.A.V.Sr. 
Sec School. My hobbies are playing cricket and volleyball. 
My ambition is to become a computer engineer. I love 
my mother. she always helps me. My mother is a good 
cook. I always speak sweetly. I am very helpful. I also love 
children. I ride bike with my friends.

                                                 Shanawaz

My name is nazneen. I am 15 years old. I study in class 8. I am a 
student of satwawati sood arya girls sr. sec school. My hobbies are 
playing  singing, drawing, travelling and creating new things. I want to 
become teacher because I like teaching. I like to make new friends 
and  I have lots of friends in my school and access program. I live in 
nizam nagar in nizamuddin. In my leisure time I like to play with my 
sister. I have 3 sisters and 2 brothers. We love each other so much. I 
am helpful and punctual person. I do work on time. I have beautiful 
voice and I can sing any type of song.
                   nazneen

Batch 02 
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I am Farha Qureshi and meaning of name is happiness. I live 
in nuclear family. My birthyday is on 6th May, and I am 16 
years old. I study in class 10th in Kamla Nehru Kanya Sarvodya 
Vidyalaya.
I am having whitish complexion with long black hair and my 
hobbies are listening music, reading books such as love stories 
and fairy tales. I like to travelling and shopping with my friends 
and love to meet new people and make them friends.
I would like to become a News Reader because that people 
should know the right picture and authentic news in their life.
I am extrovert, hardworking and sweet girl.
                Farha Qureshi

My name is Afzaur Rehman. I am 16 years old. I 
am doing my 12 class from National Institute of 
Open schooling. My hobbies are travelling, listening 
to music and going on long rides with my friends. 
I am a fun loving person and I take active part in 
all kinds of sports activities. My aim in life is to 
become an Engineer.
       Afzaur rehman

I am Iqra and 17 years old. I study in XIIth class in Kamla Nehru 
Sarvodya Kanaya Vidyala, Jangpura School. I belong to New Delhi. My 
hobbies are playing badminton and chatting with my friends. I want to 
become teacher so that I can spread knowledge and give education to 
the downtrodden society. I had hesitation earlier but after Access I have 
gained confidence and now I can interact and talk anyone.
                iqra

My name is Shama. I am seventeen. I am doing B.Com from Maitreyi 
College, Delhi University. My hobbies are listening to music, singing songs 
and dancing. I am very hardworking, spiritual curious and friendly girl. I like 
to make new friends and have fun with them. I am very fond of visiting 
new and different places. My aim is to become a Businesswoman. I know 
it won’t be easy but still I’ll try to pursue my dream.
                    
              Shama

I am Abu Tosif Hazari. I am a sixteen years old. I am 
studying in class XIth in Government Co-Education Senior 
Secondary School, Lajpat Nagar, New Delhi 110024. I 
spend my spare time to play cricket, surfing internet and 
gardening. I am a hardworking, mischievous and friendly 
also. I want to become a MBBS doctor and cure the people 
humbly.
               Abu Tosif

I am yaqoob qureshi. I am 18years old. I study in 11th class in 
G.A Quetta school. I live infront of imam barah in nizamuddin. 
My hobbies are playing cricket,  reading newspaper and learning 
new languages. I want to become an IAS officer because I want to 
help people.  My dream is to go Saudi arab and do hajj with my 
parents. I am very helpful. I always help my brother at his shops. I 
am confident and punctual. I do all my work very sincerely. I love 
my family very much and I want to earn lots of money for them.

  yaqoob Qureshi

My name is Nazia Rahman and studying in Satyawati 
sood Aarya Sr. Sec. School.  I live in Nizamuddin near 
Kalan masjid.  I have two sisters and two brothers. I 
want to become a judge and admire the role and power 
of Judge. I want to go to America because I want to live 
there and study in environment.
I have many hobbies such as reading stories books, 
eating chocolates, make new friends, riding bicycle, 
surfing facebook and watching TV. I am confident, helpful 
and hardworking girl. I have an ability to explore new 
things and I always obey my parents and teachers.
              
              nazia rehman

 I am yusra. I am 15yers old. I study in class 10th in 
K.N.S.K.V.Jangpura. I have a nuclear family. I want to become 
doctor because I want to help poor people. I have many hobbies 
like listening music, eating chocolates. I love to make new friends. 
i also like to play badminton. I have participated in tournament 
matches.  In my free time I watch television. I have friendly nature 
because of my nature people like me very much. I am hardworking 
and kind person. 
                 
                                                                                              yusra

My name is shazia. My friends call me munni. I am 17 years 
old. I study in 11th class. I have three brother and one sister. 
I live in nuclear family. I like dancing, listening music, playing 
badminton. I am very helpful, friendly and punctual. I am short 
tempered. My colour is fair . my favourite colour is sky blue. My 
favourite actor is Saalman khan.
     Shazia

My name is Zainab.  I am also called Zainu. I am from Hyderabad. 
I live in nuclear family with three brothers and two sisters. My 
hobbies are playing badminton, listening music and dancing. I am 
very punctual, kind hearted, helpful and talented. I want to become 
dancer because I like dancing. My favourite sports car is Ferrari. Its 
my dream that I have my own Ferrari and I like to go for long drive. 
          Zainab

Batch 04

Batch 05
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Access program was like a beautiful journey and from this journey, I have 
learnt to present my self well. My vocabulary has improved, there is clarity 
and fluency in my spoken English.

Access program is fantastic because my English really 
improved and I have gained confidence

I improve my English and my self I have learnt more things I have no hesi-
tation. Now I can speak English with confidence

I have done Access program. Its improved my self and my English. I have no 
hesitation I have learnt many things from access class.

I have a good experience Access now I can speak in English. I have improved 
my vocabulary 

Access programme is a good programme for me and when I joined this class. 
I improved my English vocabulary , speaking, writing and these two years 
has changed me.

In Access program I have improved my writing and increased my vocabu-
lary. Earlier, I was not able to give a speech in front of others but now I can 
speak more confidently

Khalida khan

Khalida khan

ruksana

ruksana Khatoon

humaira

Salman

nasreen
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ACAdEMiCS 
       (Class in Progress)
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TEAChEr 
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Group photographs
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Access Students
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Anuradha Baraya (Trainer & Teacher)

Rashmi Tandon (Teacher)

Shaheen Rashid (Teacher)

Kanika Gangwani (Teacher)

Moshin Qureshi (Assistant Teacher)

Azruddin Shah (Assistant Teacher)

Farheen Iqbal (Assistant Teacher)

Farhat Naaz (Assistant Teacher)

Kishwar Khan (Access Cordinatar & Programme Officer)

Jyotsna Lal (Sr. Programme Officer)

English Access Program
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The Access Micro-scholarship Programme is part of Aga Khan 
development network’s humayun’s Tomb-Sunder nursery- 

hazrat nizamuddin Basti Urban renewal initiative. 
it was initiated with the support of the US Embassy to open up 
avenues for adolescents in the hazrat nizamuddin Basti in the 
age group of 14-16 years by developing their skills to use English 

language in every day life. 

There are over 200 young girls and boys who participated in this 
program by 2012. The programme innovates teaching-learning 

techniques and attempts to channelize the creative potential of 
the students into the learning process. 

This souvenir is a labor of love and inspiration – the inspiration 
comes from the search that hundreds of children are embarking 

upon the journey to gain fluency in the English language. 
having realized that it is the need of the hour, the Aga Khan 

development network and the American Embassy are 
successfully running the ‘English Access Micro Scholarship’ 
program in the hazrat nizamuddin Basti. This book is an 

outcome of the Access Program and showcases and documents 
some of the work of our children.

This inspired journey has been precious for our Access team 
and we have emerged happier, more confident and enthusiastic 

about the change we can bring in the lives of the children by 
giving them a new language.

We are confident that this program has enriched one students’ 
lives.

English Access Micro Scholarship Program


