Humayun's Tomb
SITE MUSEUM

Following revitalization efforts undertaken by the Aga Khan Trust for Culture, the Humayun's
Tomb Complex receives two million visitors annually. A greater number of pilgrims visit the
adjoining Dargah of Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya, the 14* century Sufi saint. Located at the
entrance of a World Heritage Site, the Humayun's Tomb Site Museum will enhance visitor
experience, allow a better understanding of Mughal architecture and oraft, and explain the
pluralist Sufi cultural traditions that defined Hind ustani culture for five centuries.
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The architecture of the Museum has been inspired by

¥ the tradition of geometric forms in Mughal architecture.
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The high-ceilinged Permanent Gallery, flanked
by courtyards, reflects light from the marble
floors and walls. Drawing from the reserve
collections of the Archaeological Survey of
India, this gallery will exhibit architectural

models and objects associated with the
Mughal era. Reconstructions of prominent
architectural elements of monuments and
landscapes from the greater Nizamuddin area
will also be featured.

SECTION A
EXIT STAIR TO HUMAYUN’S TOMB
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MATERIAL AND CRAFT

The Museum will enable visitors to experience
the magnificent craft traditions that flourished
during the Mughal period and which continue
to thrive in contemporary India in myriad
ways. Carved sandstone screens, engraved
marble panels, ornate timber doors incised
plaster ceilings, and inlaid tilework have been
incorporated in architecture of the Museum.




The illuminated plastered ceilings in the
museum galleries reflect the geometric
sophistication of the Mughal age. Live
demonstration of building crafts such as
stonework, tilework, incised plaster work,
as well as prominent Mughal crafts such

as metalwork, textiles and painting for
manuscripts, will be a permanent activity.
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SECTION B
CIRCULATION SEQUENCE THROUGH GALLERIES —




MONUMENTS IN NIZAMUDDIN
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The Humayun's Tomb Site Museum will focus on ;
bringing alive the seven centuries of pluralistic ;
cultural traditions, art and architectural history

of the Nizamuddin area ina meaningful, elegant

and entertaining manner, appealing to a cross

section of visitors, from school children to

international tourists.

SECTION C
CIRCULATION SEQUENCE LINKING SUNDAR NURSERY AND HUMAYUN’S TOMB Ea_— :




LANDSCAPE CONCEPT P
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The landscape = at ground level around
the complex as well as at its lower level — is
designed to function as a series of walkways,
gardens and plazas that offer a pleasant
experience for families, small proups and
school parties. Each space benefits from the
shade,[shelter am; visual interest offered b

| restaurant

SN S AL s -

- F T

s Bonery Wl detmy

the many fine mature trees found on the
site, Each of the three main access courts
is designed to exhibit a distinct landscape
character, The extensive roof of the Museum,
a few steps above the surrounding garden, is
imagined as the contemporary interpretation

of a garden carpet design, built in stone.
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CAFE COURT

Under the shade of a large existing tree, the
entry plaza - comprising multiple ticket counters,
public amenities, cafe, souvenir shop, as well as
access to an auditorium, library, crafts’ gallery
and seminar rooms - is arranged under the foliage
of large trees. Its facade is clad with carved red
sandstone. The plaza functions as a threshold
from where visitors may orient themselves within
the many features of the area.






